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REMARKS -
.

of "vy
MR. WATTERSON, "

Of Tennessee,
House of Representatives, Jan. 1G, 1840. ;

On the subject of Abolition petitions.'

Mr. Speaker: Differing as I ofo from a
portion of my colleagues upon this subject, -- I
feel that it is my duty to state some of the rea-

sons which influence my. course. I did "hope,
sir, that on the exciting and important question
now under consideration, it would be my good
fortune to battle, arm to arm and shoulder to
shoulder, whh all the Representatives from the
State of Tennessee. It ; is to me a source of;
deep mortification that any Southern man should
hesitate a moment in regard to the proper dis"
position of Abolition petitions, much less puTSue
a course which in my judgment, is playing into
the hands of those mieerable fanatics. The re-

solution offered bv the gentleman from Louisa- -

na, Mr. ChixxJ proposing to receive and refer
to a committee all memorials and petitions relat
inc to the abolition of slavery in the District, in
the Territories, or in the States, concedes every
thing the Abolitionists are contending for at this
time, and I must be permuted to express my

"ereat astonishment at the source from which it
originated. Coming as he does tron one oi the
largest slaveholdinir States in the Union, 1 re
gard the move as extremely unfortunate; but
not more so than the zealous arid able support

, which it has received from some of my col
leagues and others of the same political" party.
who hail from the South. Sir, are not the votes
of every Abolitionist in the House recorded up
on the journal in favor of suspending, the rule,
for the purpose of adouliacr it? Dif not the dis
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, tMr
Adams. T when a similar nroDOsrtion wa3 su?--

gested by one of my colleagues, Mr. Bell,
arise in his place and declare that it was all he
desired: Well do the Abolitionists know that
the goal of universal emancipation--cann- ot be
reached, but by degrees that the ramparts oi
the Constitution cannot be torn down in a any
nor a week and that if they can gain a single
point at a time, raey may ultimately succeed in
eradicating slavery, not in the District of Colum
bia alone, but in the several States and at the
same time sunder the cords that bind to
aether this glorious Union. Sir, I would rather
these conspirators against the perpetuity of this
Republic, and the rights and tranquility of its
citizens, should prate about grievances, which,
if they exist at all, cannot affect them, to the
end of time, than to acknoivlt-dg- e by my vote,
that I am bound to receive, refer, and treat with
common respect their petitions, which ask me
to violate the Constitution of my country, which
I have solemnly sworn to support. If we are to
have peace upon such terms only, I, for one,
am against peace. But have we so soon foTgot-le- n

the past? Does not every gentleman upon
this floor recollect, that the same argument was
used in 1836, in favor of the reference of these
petitions to a committee that then, as now, it
was contended, that such reference would be the
most effectual mode of tranquilizing the pubbc
mind, and staying all further agitation of the
subject on the part of the Abolitionists? Under
this delusive hope, such a committee was raised,
on the motion of a distinguished gentleman
from South Carolina, Mr. Pinckney That
committee went to work, and made an able re-

port against the prayer of the petitioners, and
what was the effect? Was the voice of Aboli-
tion hushed? Did their insulting and infamous
petitions cease to pour in to this House? Were
the rights and feelings of the'South any more
respected? Let your journals for the-las- t three
years answer. Session after session are we cal-
led upon to repel their assaults against our do-

mestic institutions, our homes, and our fire-
sides. Instead of allaying, as it was alledged
would be the case, it has increased their exer-
tions. Shall we, then, resort to an experiment,
which has already so signally failed ? To do
so would be nothing but downright madness.
Better, far better, to stand firm like men, and
give way on no part "of the ground. If we once
commence retreating, they will never cease their
demands, until they have accomplished their un-
hallowed purposes. But the Abolitionists and
their apologists contend that to refuse acting on
these petitions is a violation of that article in the
Constitution, which prohibits Congress from pas-
sing any law abridging the " right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Gov
ernment for a redress of grievances." This I
deny. Have we passed any law, or are we cal-
led upon to pass any law,' abridging this
right? Surely not. The people are at liber-
ty to "peaceably assemble" at any -- time"
and to petition upon any subject but when it
is presented here by an honorable member, by
the rules of the House which we have adopted
for our government, he has to state its contents ;
and after hearing such statement, are .we not
prepared to say whether it is of such a character
as would justify us in rejecting it at once ? By
way of illustration, suppose the fanatics of Mas-
sachusetts, or anyother State, should take it in-
to their heads to send petitions to the Legislature
of Tenn. asking them to pass a law authorizing
and empowering our "slaves to cut all our
throats by a given time, would it be a denial of
the right of petition not to receive and refer them ?

Again; suppose . the hot-heade- d Southerners,
believing that the venerable who
sits across the way,' was most essentially derang-
ed upon the subject 'of slavery, and that by his
course in this House their lives and their pro
perty were endangered, should ask Congress to
enact a law, sending him to some place of con
finement the .remainder of a long and eventful
life, would not- - the gentleman ' himself admit,
that this was; an abuse of the right of petition ; or,
in other words that we would not be bound to re-

ceive and consider jt ? Gentlemen declare if
we will only receive and refer Abolition peti-
tions, it is all they wish ; the 'House can then
put the " broad "seal" of condemnation upon
them as soon as they please. Such declarations
resolve themselvesinto this 5 that to refuse "to
receive and refer their petitions.ls a gross jnsult;
but the moment ,aTter reception and. reference,
we may commit therm to the flAfnes, --without of-
fence 1 Most logical and happy thought truly f

But I am not willing" to trust them. Let us
mark our indignation at the objects they have
in view, by a" prompt, and decissive vote at the
threshold. Let us say to thern that we' have no
power to legislate on the subject ; nrtd if we had,"
it could not be exercised, without tearing down
the fairest fabric that human wisdom ever beared,
and spreading havoc and ruin- - wkere" there
Js now peace and prosperity. '

Mr. Speaker, by refusing to receive these pe-
titions after we have heard their contents stated
by the introducer, or by laying them'on the ta-

ble without any further action upon them, we avoid
debate on this distracting subject. Sir, every de-

bate here may kindle the fires of insurrection in
the South. Let me ask, how can debate be pre-
vented, if we receive, and refer them to a com-
mittee? The moment that reference is made, a
member rises in his place, holds up a resolu-
tion in his hand, and demands its, adoption.
What is it ? It is absolution instructing the
committee to report in favor of the prayer of the
Abolitionists. He has the floor; no other mem
ber can gel it, in order to move the previous ques
tion ; and he proceeds for hoors, if not days,
to plead the cause of these incendiaries. Every
word he utters through the secret agency of the
Abolitionists, finds its' way to the ears of the
slave population of the South, and may excite
them to rebellion and massacre. But, sir, sup
pose you succeed in applying the previous ques
lion at the close of this speech; cannot another
member, and ' another, and so on, until the
whole number is exhausted, bring forward reso
lutions of the like kind, and in that way keep up
an everlasting debate in this House, and an
everlasting disturbance out of it 7- - This must
be the inevitable result of receiving and refer- -

tng such papers to a committee. Unlike my two
colleagues, Messrs. Gentry and Bell. I can
never consent to snch a reception and reference.
It must lead to interminable discussion; and
discussion here, I fear,, will lead to the most
direful consrquenee.

The eemleman from the city of New York
Mr: Monroe has declared that the battle of

Abolitionism - must be bughf .at-th- e North.
Must be 5 fought in the North, and by whom.
sir? The political party fWhicr) to which he
is attached ?, If so, I have solemn apprehensions
that our rights will be in peculiarly bad keening!

Sir, were they fighting the battles of the Sooth,
when, they were supporting a notorious Abofi
tionist Mr. B radish for Lieutenant Governor of
New-York- , when tbey gave him about nineteen
thousand votes in the city, and near one nun
dred and fifty thousand in the State? Were
they fighting the battles of the South, when they
were rallying around the black standard, of an
Abolitionist for Governor of Pennsylvania in
1838? I mean Joseph Rimer, who received
the full Whig vote in that State: and will any
member present denv n? If so, let him speak
I hold in my hand a message which he deliver
ed to the Legislature. December. 1836. and
would ask leave to read a short extract from it.
After speaking of the "base bowing of the knee
to the dark spirit of slavery," he said :

"Opposition to the admission into the Union of
new slaveholding States, and opposition to slave
ry in the District of Columbia, the very hearth
and abode of the national honor, have ever been,
and are the cherished doctrines of our State. Let
us, fellow-citizen- s, stand by and maintain them
unshrinkingly and fearlessly."

Here are "cherished" Abolition "doctrines"
for you ! But, sir, the voice of the ballot boxes,
in tones of thunder declared, that this message
contained foul slanders upon the sound Renub- -
ican principles of Pennsylvania. Ritnerism

ana Aooiiiionism were overtnrown, and the ban
ner of Democracy again waved its broad folds
over that ancient Commonwealth.

Were they fighting the battles of the South, at
he late Harrisburg Convention, when they

nominated a candidate for the Presidency, who
is in favor of appropriating the surplus revenue
to the emancipation of slaves ? Only hear him :

" Should I be asked if there is no way by which
the General Government can aid the cause of
emancipation, I answer that it. has long been an
object near my heart, to see the wnoLE or its SUR
PLUS REVENUE APPROPRIATED TO THAT OBJECT.

Were they fighting the battles of the South,
when they elected Abolitionists Governor and
Lieutenant Governor of Vermont? Sir, I re
gret to say, that I have seen the success of these
men trumpeted, even in my own State, by the
Whig newspapers, as a Whig victory. " Ver
mont erect I" "Vermont ever true to her princi
ples I" and like joyful exclamations, have fre
quently graced their columns, on hearing of a
Whig Abolition triumph in that State. Heaven
savethe Democracy from all such triumphs 1

In the State ,of Ohio, I understand, there was
a line of Abolitionists from the Ohio river to the
Lakes, who aided the slaves of Kentucky to
escape into Canada. So frequent were the com
plaints on this score, that the Legislature of
Kentucky sent commissioners to the Legisla-tur- e

of Ohio, askingthem to pass a law punish-
ing in future all such kidnappers. Accordingly,
such a law was promptly enacted, in conformi-
ty with the wishes of Kentucky and the princi-
ples of common honesty. I believe it was
termed the "Fugitive act." But mark ye : in the
House of Representatives there were twenty-thre- e

votes against the bill, all of whom were
Whigs, "good and true." In the Senate there
were fourteen negative votes, and not a Demo-
crat amongst the number. Now, I would ask
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Monroe
if these thirty-seve- n leading" Whigs were fight-
ing the battles of the South ?

Were the Whig party fighting - the battles of
the South, when they were passing, and endeav

oring to pass. Abolition resolutions in the Le
gislatures of New York, Massachusetts, Penn
sylvania, Vermont, Connecticut, and several
other Slates. .

Was the present Whig Governor of Connec- -

ticutnghting the battles of the South, when in
his very first message he thundered his denun-
ciations against Southern institutions? '

Was his Whig Excellency, Gov. Seward, of
JNew York, fighting the battles of the South
when he recently refused the demand of the Go-
vernor of Virginia for three fugitives from jus-
tice, charged with having,. " stolen and carried
away from the State of Virginia a negro slave,
the property of a citizen of the borough of Nor-
folk ?" Was he afraid of offending his Aboli-
tion friends,' who" published a circular immedi-
ately before the New York election, in 1838,' to
the " Anti-slaver- y electors" of that State, urg-
ing them to cast their votes for him and against
Governor Marcy, the Democratic candidate?
Here it is. Let the South make their own com-
ments. ' . ,

CIRCULAR.
TO THE ANTI-SLAVER- Y ELECTORS OP THE STATE OF

'NEW-YORK- .

We-as-k the privilege of brethren to set forth
briefly, but frankly, the reasons which constrain us
to cast our votes, for Wm. H. Seward for Governor.

1. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party
whiclyon the floor of Congress, nobly vindicates
the inestimable right of petitiont and as nobly as-

serts the freedom .of debate ; of the party, also, that
sustain John GLuincy . Adams and AVilliara Slade ;
of a party whose views are liberal and tolerant.

2. Mr, Seward is the candidate of the jarty
which, in our last Legislature, passed resolutions
against the admission of Texas into the Union j
against Pattoh's gag resolutions t infavor:of the
right of petition ; and in.favor of granting trial by
jury to persons claimed as fugitive slaves,:Alostead
of the denunciations and xevilings with which our
petitions were treated in years .'past-rinstea- of
threatening, us with penal enactments, uie trntgs
received and treated petitions and remonstrances
with that respect and comity due p their constitu-
ents. .

' .
'

' 3. Mr. Seward is the candidate of the party that
opposes the of a President who stands
pledged to veto, any bill abolishing slavery in the
District of Columbia.
m 4. Mr. Seward is the candidate opposed to Gov-
ernor Marcy, who, in his messages to the Legisla-
ture, has manifested, in sentiment and sympathy,
the bitterest hostility to our. cause ; and who, as the
presiding officer of a public meeting, while he was
Governor of the State, recommended the passage
of laws authorising a violation of the rriails, and in-

flicting pains and penalties upon those who were
disseminating inttllisrence and truth.--

5. The of Gov. Marcy would go very
far towards the ot Martin Van JJuren,
whose measures, and policy are so .hostile to the
cause of human liberty.'

And, finally, because our knowledge of, Mr. Set
ward lead us to confide in the general soundness
and integrity of his principles, we view the great
question of a Sub-Treasur- y, a National Bank, or
the currency, of minor importance, compared with
the ereat subiect of human liberty fand believing
that the election of Mr. Seward,and the defeat of
Governor Marcy, will best promote the great cause
or universal emancipation, we shall vote for him
ourselves, and recommend our Abolition friends to
do the same. - "j

We are, respectfully, your fellow-citizen- s,

- J JEFFERSON MAYELL,
' f' President Albany Young Men's

: Anti-Slave- ry Society.
CALVIN PEPPER, Jr.

Vice President.
JOHN WILSON, ,

Corresponding Secretary.
H. CARPENTER,

First Vice President.
WILLIAM GIBSON,

One of the Executive Committee Young Men's
Albany Anti-Slaver- y Society.

NORMAN FRANCIS, --

Chairman of the Executive Committee of Young
Men's Albany Anti-Slaver- y Society.

S. A. Hastings, Charles E. Bckton,
A. McCldre, Peter M. McElroy,
J. McClure, David Martin,
Fordyce Sylvester, S. T. Rice,
James E. McClure, S. V. R. Watson.
o. Jj. Hall,
I come now, Mr. Speaker, to the journal of

the House of Representatives for the last session
of Congress, and will show by the yeas and nays
how certain members voted upon a resolution,
against the right of Congress to abolish slavery
n the District of Columbia and in the Territo

ries, with a view to its abolition in the States.
But, before I proceed, 1 would make a single
remark in regard to the author of these resolu
tions, Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire.
H:s course has been denounced bv the gentle
man from New York, Mr. Granger, who
charged him with being influenced alone by the
strong lie of party and party drill. Sir, judg
ing his motives from his acts, he was governed
by a much higher consideration a desire to
stand fast to the Constitution, though he might
fall in the conflict. Instead of meriting the cen- -

t t .1 1 r.L I lsure, ne deserves me gramuae 01 me wnoie
country. In the name, and on behaK or my con-

stituents, I tender him my heartfelt thanks.
Would to heaven we had more such men from
the North.

I find, upon examination, that fifty-tw- o Repre
sentatives voted against the second of the follow
mg resolutions. I shall read them both, because
the latter refers to the first:

Resolved. That Congress has no right to do that
indirectly which it cannot do directly ; and that the
agitation of the subject of slavery in the District of
Columbia, or the Territories, as a means, and with
the view; of disturbing or overthrowing that insti-
tution in the several States, is against the true spir-
it and meaning of the Constitution, an infringe-
ment of the rights of the Slates affected, and a
breach of the public faith upon which they entered
into the Confederacy.

Resolved, therefore. That all attempts on the
part of Congress to abolish slavery in the District
of Columbia, or the Territories, or to prohibit the
removal of slaves from State to State, or to dis
criminate between the institutions of one portion
of the Confederacy and another, with the views
aforesaid, are in violation of the Constitution,

of the fundamental principle on which the
union of these States rests, and beyond the juris-
diction of Congress.

Out of the fif'.y-tw- o votes that were given a- -

gainst the last resolution, torty-eig- ht were
Whigs, embracing nearly the entire Whig
strength from the ng States in this
House at that time. I give their names and the
States which, they respectively represented :

Whigs. Jonn u.uincy aq- -

ams. Nathaniel B. Borden, George N. Briggs,
William B. Calhouh, Caleb Cushing, Richard
Fletcher, Geo. Grinnell, jr. William S. Hast-

ings, Levi Lincoln, lohn Reed, and Leverett
Saitonstall. - .

;" -

Pennsylvania. WHios.-Edwa-rd Darlington,
Edward DaVies, ; Thomas Henry, tbos. M:I
McKennan, Chatles Naylor, and Da'vicTPotts, jr.

Vermont Whigs. Hejnan Allen, Horace
Everett, Hiland Hall, and WlKam Slade.

New York Whig's Jq hp Edg-ards-, (Con.)
Millard Filmore, Henry A. Foster,. (Cn.) A--
KroKam 13 5... If DM,ori f Marvinuiun'iui x. iaill, vjijij.j iuiuaiu,.i r"l""lJCharles F. Mitchell. rLuiher --U. Peck. David
Russell, Marfer H. Sibleyv Timothy Childs, and
Harvey Putnam. - - . .

' ' a
Ohio Whigs James Alexander, jr. Joshua

R. Giddings, Patrick G. Gpod Sariipson Ma-

son, and Calvary Morris. -
New Jersey Whigs. rrJohn' J3. Aycrigg,'

Willutm Halsted, John P. B. Maxwell,- - and
Charlys C. Stratton.

Indiana Whigs. George H. Dunn, Wil
liam Herod, and James Rariden.- -

Maine . Whigs Qeorge Evans, .Joseph C.
Noyes, and Ed va"rd Robinson. - V -

Rhode Island Whigs. Robert B. OTans- -

ton, andjoseph L. Tillinghast.
Might I not, Mr. Speaker, again ask.lhe gen

tleman from New York,'if these Whig- - leaders
were fighting the battles of the South, when they
were declaring by their votes, asr I have shown,
that they believe Congress has the power to le
gislate on the subject of slavery in this District
and in the Territories, to the endlhat it may be
overthrown in the several States,? Sir, should
ever the DTactical adroinistratiorr'pf the Govern
ment unfortunately get into the. hands of men
holding to' such principles, I awlully fear that
the days-o- f this Republic are numbered.

Mr. Speaker, it is certainly an alarming state
of affairs, if it has become necessary for one of
the great 'political parties.lo favor the views of the
Abolitionists to any extent, in order to, receive
their aid in he efection 6f a. President. 1 would
hope it is not so.

: But when I reflect upon the
causes which operated in favor of the late Har-
risburg nomination, I rr.ust confess that I am
not without my donbts. It is a "fact which can-

not be successfully denied, that, had it not been
for the" influence oflhe" Abolitionists, another
distinguished' gentleman (Mr. Clay) wbuld
have been the Whig candidate for the next Presi-depc- y

Let H be born in mind, let it never be
forgotten, that Gen.. Harrison did not receive a
single vote in the Harrisburg Convention from
a slaveholding State; and is it not marvellous,
that, while every Southern delegate in the Har-
risburg Convention opposed the nomination of
Harrison, now, when it is known his nomina-
tion was effected by the influence of Abolition-
ism, against the will of . the South, the whole
Southern Federal delegation in Congress .have
embraced him . as their candidate ? When the
nomination reached New York, what joy per-
vaded the ranks oLtlje Abolitionists I The
Emancipator could not restrain its feelings. It
sounded this note ot triumph in the excess of its
rhapsody:

Tbe Harisburo Convention. Well, the ago-
ny is over, and Henry Clay is laid upon the shelf ;
and no man of ordinary intelligence can doubi or
deny thai it is the Antislavery feeling of the North
which has done it, in connection with-hi- s own os-

tentatious and Infamous pro-slave-
ry demonstrations

in Congress. Praise to God for a great Antislave-
ry victory ! A man of high talents, of great dis-

tinction, of long political services, of boundless per-
sonal

.
popularity, has been openly rejected for the

Presidency of this Republic on account of his de-

votion to slavery. Set up a monument of progress
there. Let the winds tell the tale. Let the slave-
holders hear the news. Let foreign nations hear it.
Lei O'Connell hear it. Let the slaves hear it. A
slaveholder is incapacitated for the Presidency of
the U. States. The reign of slaveocraey is has-

tening to'a close. The rejection of Henry Clay
by the Whig Convention, taken in connection with
all the circumstances, is one of the heaviest blows
the monster slavery has received in this country."

Such was the language of a leading Abolition
paper, published in the city of New York. But
1 have more evidence of the same character,
showing the manner in which Harrison's nomi-

nation was received by the Aboliiionists. The
Boston Liberator, edited by the notorious and in-

famous Garrison, came out with a similar arti-

cle. Hear him :

"Nomination of General Harrison. The Na-

tional Whig Convention, assembled at Harrisburg
on the 6th instant, nominated William Henry Har-
rison for the office of President of the United
States. On the first and second ballot, the vote
stood for Henry Clay, 103 j for Harrison, 94 ; for
Winfield Scott, 57. On the third ballot, the vote
was for Harrison, 148 ; for Clay, 90 ; for Scott, 16.
All the slave Slates went

. for Clay.
.

We regard
this as another imooriani siffn oi ine limes as a
sig7ial defeat of the slaveholding power in this
country. Had it not been for Abolitonisrn, Henry
Clav would undoubtedly have been nominated.
M'e have faith to believe that no slaveholder will
ever again be permitted toJill the Presidential
office in this Jtepublic." .

Sir, if it were necessary, I could introduce
evidence upon evidence, proving to a demonstra-
tion that Abolitionism did the work at Harris-
burg; that Henry Clay was "laid upon the
shelf," in consequence of the anti-Abolitio- n sen-

timents which he avowed in a speech during the
last session of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I rejoice that whilst this dark
cloud, of Abolitionism is hanging over the coun-

try, that we have a pilot at the helm of state,
whose views are so sound upon the subject, that
he had been denounced upon this floor and else-

where, as a "Northern man with Southern prin-

ciples" by which I presumejt .is meant that he :

is a Northern man, with Republican princi-
ples. If so, I yield to the justness of the de-

nunciation.
Sir, I assert that no man can be a Republi-

can and an Abolitionist. The two terms are to-

tally inconsistent, as. much so as those of Dem-

ocrat and Federalist. Gentleman may specify
a scattering Abolitionist, here and there who oc-

casionally es with the Democratic par-

ty, from local causes, but all his principles, feel-

ings, and sympathies incline him towards the
Opposition. Moreover, the Democrats, as a par-

ly, have repudiated the doctrines of the Aboli-
tionists. Look at the inaugural of the Presi-
dent, who stands pledged to veto any bill inter-
fering with slavery in this District. Look at the
address of the Pemocratic members of Congress
to the people of the United States. Look at their a
votes in the various State Legislatures. Look at
their resolves in their conventions, and in their a
primary meetings, and you will find abundant
evidence of the truth of this ass'ertion. Well did
Mr. Jefferson remark, that the "Democracy of
ihe North are the natural allies of the South.
Sir, I am proud of that alliance. We fight in
one common cause, and under one common ban-

ner; Thai cause is the Constitution of our

country. That banner the same, nvhich has'so
proudly waved over .the Republican parly, Irom
me iounaation ot mis Uovernment.

"

, appendix and proof.
In Mr. Stanly's" reply to Mr. Watterson,'

he read a publication of Mr. Parmenter, a
Democratic Representative Jfrom the State of
Massachusetts, which he thought committed"

' him
to the cause ofjhe Abolitionists. , .

Mr. Parmenter" did not know ifL he understood
precisely what the gentleman from North Carolina
meant by an" Abolitionist. I should like to, hear
him refer to any remark or writing of mine on that
subjector to any vole l.have givepX other than for
the reference to a committee. -

Mr. Stanly said he should like to know what
the gentleman himself considered an Abolitionist,'
and read a 'letter written by Mr. Parmenter,. in
which he gave his opinions on the subject of abo- -
mion. t - .

ParmeNter satd that, In the State of Massa-
chusetts, it.was'vessenliaT loathe quality pPan "Abo
litionist that he should wish Congress immediately
to-ado- measures to abolish slavery fn the District
of Columbia and the Territories, without any re-
gard to the5 consequences. It was true that he, in
common with a" very large pprtidn of. the people of
Massachusetts, believed slavery to be a very great
evil;, and would be glad if it could be abolished
without distuYbing the peace and harmony of the
Union, or violating the rights of others. Mr.P.
added that tlie letter read by the gentleman from
North Carolina," was not considered to be in accord-
ance, with the views of theAbolitionists, and ac-
cordingly they all voted in a body against him.

Mr. otanly wenfon with his remarks, and spoke
oi a number of distinguished members of the L)e
mocratic party whom he stigmatised assAbalition.- -
lsts. Mr. S. read some extracts from an address- -
of Mr. Morton, whose recent election as Governor
of Massachusetts, the Democratic party' hailed as a
triumph, to show that he also was an Abolitionist

- w vi i
ssixr. arm enter wisnea to mase one remargin

relation to Mr. Morton, the Governor elect of Mas
sachusetts. The gentleman had read some.extracts
where Gov. Morton spoke his sentiments very
strongly against slavery. But, the gentleman did
not drawahe distinction" between anti-slave- ry and
Abolitionism. 1 he one was a mere matter oi be
net, while the other was an intention to carry its
objects into effect without any regard to the con
sequences. He would make another remark.- -
The Abolition naner nrinted at Boston onnbsed the
election of Governor 'Morion, and recommended it
ro tne ADolitionists to support another candidate.
Mr. P. wished the gentleman would define his
ideas of Abolition more distinctly.

Mr. Stanly said he wished the gentleman would
define his. ' .

x v.
Mr. Parmenter said he would define what he

considered lo be the vievys of an Abolitionist. It
was a desire that Congress should abolish slavery
in' this District, and in the Territories, re-

gard tothe rights of others, the peace and tran-
quility of a large portion of the country, and the
safety of the Union.

In addition to Mr. Pabm enter's remarks I
would state that there were four trials in his dis
trict before he was elected. Levi Farwell wa
the candidate of the Abolitionists, and Nathan
Brooks the Whig candidate. Before the fourth
trial, Mr. Farwell declined in favor of Mr.
Brooks. Whereupon the Abolitionists issued a
circular to their friends, urging them to vote in
favor of --Mr. Brooks I subj6in the-irculart'-

well as"Mr. FarwelFs letter. '
TO THE ABOLITIONISTS.

Pause and consider, "We beseech you. before you
again throw away your votes. Th"e District must
not, cannot, go unrepresented. You cannot choose
a candidate pf your own. Ol course Mr. Brooks
or Mr. Parmenter will be eventually- - elected, and
can you hesitate a moment for which of them to
vote? Mr. Parmenter is pledged to the support of
Mr. Van Buren, who has thrown himself into the
arms of Southern slaveholders, and he is irrevoca-
bly pledged to war against abolition every where
and at all times. Mr. Parmenter and his party re-

vile and abuse you. They regard abolition as a
"disease," and contemptuously call it "Neoropho
bia," and declare it to be "decidedly worse than
hydrophobia." From-the- the poor slave has
nothing to hope but "stripes andfetters" and you
nothing but sneers and abuse.

Will you not avenge yourselves by giving your
support to Mr. Brooks, whose votes in the Senate
prove him to be the slave's true friend, and who, in
die opinion of the Hon. Samuel Hoar, and Hon.
Levi Farwell, and many other respectable Aboli-
tionists, is worthy of your entire confidence. If,
by doing so, you can effect his election, would not
your votes be "emphatically votesfor liberty?"
Your former pledges to scatter your votes have
been thrice redeemed, and are no longer binding on
you. Follow the example of the Abolitionists in
other towns, who are- - determined "nobly to main-
tain principle," and cast your votes as patriotism
and humanity dictate. - "

Read the following letter, and then pause, before
you give your votes tor slavery!!

MR. FARWELL'S LETTER.
Cambridge, March 20, 1839.

Gentlemen: Inasmuch as, at your former ses-
sion, you have seen fit to propose ray name as one
of the candidates to be voted for at the Congres-
sional election, you will, I trust, excuse. me in re-

questing that my name may not again be used for
that purpose; first, because that, under no circum-
stance likely to occur, could 1 undertake to serve
the district in that capacity ; and secondly, because,
from myJong acquaintance with Mr. Brooks, and
from his acts in the Senate of Massachusetts, I
cannot tut feel that his sentiments on the subject
of slavery are such as to entide him to the entire
confidence of Abolitionists.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEVI FARWELL.

To the Abolition Convention sitting this day at
Concord.

' The fotlwingis the article from the Libera-
tor, (alluded to by Mr. Parmenter.) calling
upon the Abolilionists to support the Whig can-
didate for Governor, Edward Everett, at the late
election for Governor in Massachusetts.

TO ABOLITIONISTS!
We recommend to the attention of our Abolition

brethren the following paragraph, which is a literal
copy of the whole of an editorial paragraph in the
last Liberator, written by Mr. Garrison :

EDWARD EVERETT.
The Governor of this Commonwealth has an-

swered euoequi vocally in the AFFIRMATIVE
to the questions, whether he is in favor of the im-

mediate Abolition of slavery in the District of Co-

lumbia, and the slave trade between the several
States. Edward Everett now speaks the language
of a patriot, a Republican, and a phristian. We
believe it is the real language of his soul. When,

few years since, he took opposite ground, he did
violence to his convictions of right, and committed

grevious error. We are disposed to obliterate all
that has gone before, and to commend him for his
present honorable course. To refer individually to
what he said when public sentiment was deeply
corrupt would be ungenerous ; to charge him with
being insincere at the present time would be on-ju- st

; to accuse him of seeking popularity would be
equally uncharitable; It is not yet a popular thing
for the Chief Magistrate of this Commonwealth to

avow himself in favor of immediate emancipation
and until he shall prove recreant to his present pro. .

fessions, it is to be taken for granted that he means- -
just what he says, In our Opinion, he ought to re "

ceive the undivided support. of the anti-slave- ry vo-
ters of this Commonwealth ;4nathey have pledg-
ed tt heh support, inasmuch ahe has de-- --

clared fii$i!fto be-i-n favor of their principles and
measures.' " : - .'. - '

--,We likewise wconynend Jo the attention of our
Abolition bretf?n the following-unmutilate- d and
liteaj extraciHpf communication in the same- - pa-
per, by' "A PFrefnber of the Massachusetts Anti-Slaver- y,

Board." .
'

GOV. EVERETT'S LETTER IS SATIS- -
"

FACTORY. H endofsmg:Mr. Alvord's report
does not weakeffhis a riaw.but strengthens ir, for
that - report was felt of the-- soundest Abolition
doctrines. THE-GOVERNO- R SHOULD RE-- .
CEIVE THEUVOTTE OF EVERY ABOLI-- --

TIONIST. .Some, wJid call themselves fcuclvbut
whose hearts are more with their Party, than witK'
the slave, may..Mill jto ack-to-J2dward Jr,rriJ?9
old misdeeds. Let me telf them this Is Unfair. Ja : --

the circumstances of the case, it is almost treach--
us. JVlr. iiorden asked Governor Everett's o--

pinions, not as an individual, but" as representing
the Abolitionists generally. The Governor' an
swers at onefe and uneauivocallv. Kt for to.
turn round,, and charge him with insincerity?
This would,be a gross outrage. Why did we ask
him, if

'
we did not mean "to judge.him by his. an-

swer 1 .
Judge Morton's'and Mr. Willis's letters are very

much alike. They givemo information. They
do not answer the simplest vf all possible 'ques-
tions, so that a plain man can tell what they 'medn.
Judge Morion refers, to a letter Written two years
ago, which, when you look --at 'it, is no more of a
reply than thepresent. That letter Contained some
very handsome and flowing periods about his de-
testation of slavery, &c. It, perhaps, serfed its
purpose pretty well in its day; what'would dg for
1837, will not do for 1339. These vague profes-
sions of Judge Morton amount to ju'st nothing .at
all. There is nothing in theuit you can put your
finger on. Ifthe Abolitionists are to be satisfied
with such unmeaning generalities, let me fell yfau,
the polilicians will never give them any thing ielse.

Mr. Stanly also read a letter of. Mr. -- Williams,

of Massachusetts; in which strong oppo-
sition to slavery was. expressed., . Whether Air.
Williams is, or is not, an Abolitionist, 1- know
not. But .Ihave-- from a source which cannot
be questioned that his Whig opponent for Con- -
gress (Nath'l B. Borden) was an active member,
if not President of-a-n AoUSlavery Society, and
was supported by Garrison's Liberator, in Bos-
ton, the organ of the, Abolitionists, in that Slate,
which opposed Mr." Williams, and did not con-sid- ef

him as coming up,.to their views. More- -
over, I find. By reference to the journal of the
last session of Congcess, that Mr. Borden voted
against Mr. Atherton s. resolutions through-
out even oguinstthat resolution which declares
that. Congress has no power to do ihat indirectly.
wnicn it rannot oo ajrectiy. .
' One of the largest Democratic conventions
ever new in theisuie oi Uhio. was held at Co
lumbus on the 8th of January, instant. Amon?
other resolutions which were unanimously adopt
ed, T find the following in regard to Abolition.
Tbey go Jhe full length in support of Southern
institutions: . . , . . , ....

Resolved That: in' ihir ejainioVof this conven-- -'

tion, Congress ought not, without the consent of
the people of the District, nd of the Stales of Vir- -
giniaand Maryland, to abolish slavery inhe Dis-
trict of Columbia.; and t ha ft he efforts now making
tor that .purpose, by organized societies jn the free
States, are hostile to the spirit of the Constitution,
and destructive to the harnouy of the Union.

Resolved, That slavery being a, domestic insti- -
tution recognised by the Constitution of the United
btates, we, s citizens of a free State, have no
right to interfere with it, and that the organising of
societies and associations iu free States, opposi-
tion to the institutions of sister States, while pro-
ductive of no good, may be the cause of much
mischief; and while such associations for political
purposes ought to be discountenanced by every
lover of peace and concord, no sound democrat will
have part or lot with them.

Resolved, that political, Abolitionism is but an
cient Federalism under a new guise, and that the
political action of anti-slave- ry societies, is only a
device for the overthrow of Democracy.

Before the New York electionjn 1333. the
black abolitionists of the city of New. York held
a meeting, at which they adootVd resolutions

earnestly requesting their " colored brethren"
to vote the " whole Whig ticket." Their
proceedings re subjoined. y' r- -

ALL MEN ARE BORN.FREE AND EQUAL !

To the Colored Citizens of the city and coun-
ty ofNew York.

At a respectable and numerous meetinsr of the
colored freeholders of this city, held at Wilberforce- -

tlall, Mr. John Jtort was called to the chair, and
Wilham Johnson was appointed Secretary.

After the minutes of the previous meeting was
read, Mr. Fort, the chairman, moved that the min-
utes be so amended as to read, "that the colored
citizens of New York be earnestly reauested to
vote the

WHOLE WHIG TICKET.
Nominated at Masonic Hall;" which, after con

siderable discussion, was adopted. It was then
moved and adopted :

1. That WM. H. SEWARD, having in his let
ter to the committee of Abolitionists, shown him-
self more friendly to the abolishment of all distinc-
tion, as far as regards COLOR, than the candi-
dates of the Democratic parly, we agree to give
him our unanimous support.

2. That LUTHER BRADISH has shown him-
self the unqualified friend of human rights, and, in
consequence, shall receive the votes of every color-
ed citizen in this city.

3 That the Congress and Legislative ticket of
the Whig party shall also receive our support.'.

The following gentlemen were then appointed a
Vigilance Com mi tee.

THAOnEOS SlLAY. John Piper,
John Bonser, George Douglass,
Terence Sample, Hannibal Allen,
John Blake, Cato Smith,
Parker Downing. Wm. Johnson,
Cesar Mott, John Smith.
Anthony Moore,

JOHN FORD, President.
Wm. Johnson, Secretary,
The Vigilance Committee will be in attendance

at this place during the three days of the election.
Our friends who were not at the meeting will
please provide themselves with tickets by calling
on the members of the Colored Whig Freeholders
Vigilance Committee.

The following confidential circular was also
sent to the Whig Abolitionists, by Arthur Tap
pan, previous to the New Yotk elections in
1838.

Dear Sir: Enclosed you have a list of the pub-
lications by this Society, to which you will please
direct any of our Whig friends who may desire a
knowledge of the truth. I am gratified that our
Abolition friend are to be found on the Whig sid
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